
NEEDS ASSESSMENT IDEAS
This document summarizes ideas put forth by HPPC Council and Committee members as well as HIV Prevention Section (HPS) staff.  It provides information on where the idea originated, potential research and implementation issues, and other local studies that may preclude the need for a new study.

	TARGET POPULATION / RESEARCH QUESTION
	SOURCE
	RESEARCH & 
IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES
	OTHER LOCAL STUDIES

	Late Testers

	Late testers – persons whose initial HIV diagnosis occurred 12 months or less prior to their AIDS diagnosis
· What are the barriers to this population getting tested?

· What would reduce testing barriers?
	4/4 POI, 4/10 Membership, 4/13 Council brainstorm
	Feasible
	

	Injection Drug Users and Their Partners

	Injection drug users (IDUs)
· What are the prevention needs of IDUs?

· Are the additional needs for prevention services among this population beyond needle exchange?
	Providers and community members
	Feasible
	· Urban Health Study was primary source of data for this population

	IDUs living in poverty
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Feasible
	· Urban Health Study was primary source of data for this population

	Female partners of injection drug users, particularly African-American women
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Feasible 
	· Urban Health Study was primary source of data for this population

	Outreach & Prevention Case Management to female partners of IDU
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Needs clarity, but this sounds more like an issue of providing new services, as opposed to research
	

	Transgendered Individuals and Their Partners

	Female-to-male transgendered individuals 

· Is this a population at risk?
	Steering Committee
	Feasible, but evidence to date suggests very low incidence
	· Kristen Clements 1999 transgender study

	Transgendered Individuals
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Feasible, but recommend identifying research question(s) that haven’t been answered yet or special sub-population
	· HPPC conducted needs assessment of MTF and MSM sex workers in 2004
· Clements, Nimoto, etc.

	Men who have sex with transgendered individuals
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Feasible, but already done so recommend revisiting 2001 recommendations to see if they have been implemented
	· HPPC conducted needs assessment with this population in 2001

	What contributed to lower #’s compared to 2001 estimates for male-to-female transgendered individuals?
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Needs assessment method not most useful for examining this research question
	

	Youth
	
	
	

	Youth in Bayview/ Hunter’s point (BVHP)
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Feasible
	· HPPC conducted SCAN of BVHP in 2004

	Youth
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Bigger survey would be better because this is a broad group with many different needs
	

	Young sex workers who work in alternative environments 
	Youth Committee 2005
	Feasible
	

	Young people who do not get tested for HIV
· Why don’t people test?
	Youth Committee 2005
	Sample size likely too small to generate useful information; also could be included as subgroup of late testers
	

	Young undocumented immigrants (both Latino & API) 

· Are sexual practices compromised due to undocumented status?
	Youth Committee 2005
	Feasible
	· HPPC conducted Latino immigrant MSM needs assessment in 2001

	Young African American women
· Why are HIV rates so low?
	Youth Committee 2005
	Needs assessment method not most useful for examining this research question
	

	Young African American men
	Youth Committee 2005
	Feasible
	

	Young male Asian & Pacific Islanders who have sex with men
	Youth Committee 2005
	Feasible
	

	Persons Living with HIV/AIDS
	
	
	

	Disclosure needs of people living with HIV
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Feasible
	

	People Who Are Incarcerated
	
	
	

	Incarcerated/ Re-incarcerated
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Feasible
	· HOPE study results expected in 2007

	African American MSM
	
	
	

	· Why is HIV prevalence so high?

· What are the gaps in services?
	4/27 Steering
	Feasible
	

	General
	
	
	

	What background issues drive change in prevalence among different age groups by each BRP?
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Needs assessment method not most useful for examining this research question
	

	Non-testers
	4/13 Council brainstorm
	Bigger survey would be better because this is a broad group with many different needs; could address this group through late testers
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