San Francisco HIV Prevention Planning Council

Co-Chairs Report

June 6, 2006
Announcements:

We are sorry to announce that Michael Underhill has resigned from the Council.  We thank him for all his hard work and dedication to HIV prevention in San Francisco.  We will miss you!

25 Year Anniversary of HIV/AIDS:

June 5 marked the 25th anniversary of the first published report on 5 cases of Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia in otherwise healthy young men – cases that were later recognized as the first cases of AIDS. San Francisco commemorated this anniversary with an event called “Looking Back, Moving Forward: San Francisco Remembers.” Hundreds packed the Herbst Theater to hear Mayor Gavin Newsom, Representative Nancy Pelosi, Supervisors Tom Ammiano and Supervisor Bevan Dufty, Bishop Yvette Flunder, Jimmy Loyce, Bill Barnes, Brett Andrews and others reflect on the sadness and loss we have all experienced, as well as their hopes and commitment to persevering until a cure is found. This event served to remind us all of why we do this work.
HIV Prevention Leadership Summit (HPLS):
The annual HPLS was held on June 4-7 in Dallas, Texas.  Israel Nieves-Rivera and Eileen Loughran attended, representing the HIV Prevention Section and UCHAPS, and Perry Rhodes III and Gayle Burns attended, representing the HPPC and UCHAPS.  The goal of the meeting is to bring together leaders in HIV prevention to disseminate and exchange information to enhance HIV prevention programs.  We will give an update on what happened at the summit at the next Steering Committee meeting.

Update on Evaluation:  Dara Coan continues to get input from various stakeholders on what evaluation and data collection should look like in San Francisco.  A meeting with HERR and PWP providers was held on June 1st to get their input, and some amazing and creative ideas were generated.  A meeting with CTL providers is scheduled for June 15th.  HPPC members are invited to attend an (optional) meeting to give their input:

Monday, June 19th
3:30-5:00 pm

AIDS Office, Room 330B

Community Member Attendance Policy:

At last month’s HPPC meeting, the HPPC voted to send the community member attendance policy back to Membership Committee to revise.  Membership Committee has not met since the last Council meeting, but they will meet on Monday, June 12th.  They will bring the outcome of their discussion to the June Steering Committee, which will decide on next steps.
Update on Counseling and Testing at SF General Hospital:

Recently, SF General Hospital revised their HIV testing policy to allow medical providers to obtain verbal (rather than written) consent and to change the requirement for pre-test counseling. This only affected the testing practices at the hospital, not the community-based testing providers funded by the HIV Prevention Section. This policy change was a topic of discussion at the recent Board of Supervisors Committee meeting, where it was decided to recommend an amendment to the Health Code – that written consent must be obtained for all HIV tests and that pre-test counseling must be provided. This recommendation will now go to the Board of Supervisors for a vote. 
Committee Reports:
Community Liaison/Membership:  The committee is gearing up for its annual recruitment drive of new members and will distribute materials to HPPC members next month. The next meeting is scheduled for June 12, from 3:00-4:30 PM.

Points of Integration between Prevention and Care:  The next meeting is scheduled for July 11, from 3:30-5:30 PM.  The committee has focused on recommendations to address late testing and is discussing disclosure assistance programs and approaches.

Strategies and Interventions:  The committee reviewed the concept of structural interventions and has begun to brainstorm some HIV prevention structural interventions for San Francisco. The committee will continue its work on structural interventions for the next several months. The next meeting is scheduled for July 6, from 4:00-5:30 PM.
San Francisco Leadership Committee:  The Committee is coming up with a vision for each objective identified by the HPPC.  The focus is on the issues of Health Education, Specific Populations, and Documenting Success.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 22, from 1:30-3:00 PM.
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