
San Francisco Leadership Committee 

Our Vision of HIV Prevention in San Francisco 

in 2007 and Beyond 
The San Francisco Leadership Initiative Committee (SFLI) believes that             San Francisco plays an important leadership role in HIV prevention.  We believe that it is our responsibility to continue to explore new prevention approaches, while sharing our experiences, successes, and challenges with other providers both locally and nationally.  It is by creating innovative approaches to HIV prevention, remaining cutting edge, and ensuring a community-driven and community-based response, that we can end the epidemic in the city.  
Our overarching principles are: 
· San Francisco must continue to provide updated HIV education to all San Francisco residents, customizing its materials and approach so that they are culturally appropriate and available in multiple languages; 
· San Francisco must meet the needs of specific populations that are at highest risk for HIV transmission and/or acquisition; and
· San Francisco must document our successes and challenges in developing and implementing HIV prevention services. 

We present the following as our priority topics of focus for 2007 and beyond: 

Expand HIV Prevention in Correctional Facilities
Vision: HIV prevention in correctional facilities is imperative to decreasing the epidemic in San Francisco and nationally.  We acknowledge that the San Francisco Department of Public Health (SF DPH) and the Sheriff’s Department have been active partners in and supportive of HIV prevention efforts in San Francisco jails.  We call upon the Mayor of the City and County of San Francisco to create a citywide task force to support ongoing efforts by our partners and to address the unmet HIV prevention needs that continue to exist within incarcerative settings. The task force should address issues surrounding the provision of ongoing HIV education, the implementation of harm reduction strategies, and the provision of services for re-entry into the community, and other support services. Given the additional co-factors faced by transgender individuals, the task force should also monitor the San Francisco jail system to ensure that transgender-specific and transgender-sensitive services exist within the jail system that meet the HIV care and prevention needs of transgender individuals.

Improve and increase access to supportive services and sterile syringes for injection drug users (IDUs)
Vision :  Needle exchange has proven to be an effective strategy for preventing HIV among IDUs in San Francisco.  In order to continue this trend, sterile syringes must be made more widely available.   To this end, we call on SF DPH to expand needle exchange programs and pharmacy sale of syringes citywide.   These expanded services must meet the specific needs of different groups of IDUs, and provide linkage to care and health services in an effort to promote overall health and wellness.
Develop an HIV/AIDS Prevention and Care Services Clinic for the Transgender Community

Vision: We call on the City and County of San Francisco to work with the Transgender Advisory Council to develop a free-standing Transgender Clinic that reflects the diversity and values of transgender individuals who live, work, and/or play in San Francisco. The City should seek the participation and support of local service providers and the transgender community in developing a comprehensive clinic that would contribute to the overall health and wellbeing of the transgender community and their partners.  
Assess Perinatal Transmission Prevention Efforts in San Francisco
Vision: San Francisco has been successful in the area of preventing perinatal transmission of HIV.  It is important to recognize and document this success, as a means of disseminating best practices to other providers (public and private) on a local, state and national level.  To this end, we call on SF DPH to develop a system for assessing whether mandated HIV testing for all pregnant women, in both public and private medical settings, is being enforced and documented.  Currently, there is no means for evaluating perinatal prevention efforts citywide and there is no system in place to record whether an HIV test was offered to all pregnant women and whether the test was accepted or declined.  
Expand Citywide HIV Education and Prevention Efforts 

Vision:  Decreasing the epidemic in San Francisco requires ongoing HIV education and expanded prevention efforts, especially as San Francisco continues to attract new residents, including immigrants from other countries. We call on SFDPH to support and endorse prevention efforts that lead to expanded HIV education and prevention services in the city.  Some examples of what we would like to see are:
* Condoms and lube are widely available throughout the city

* HIV screening and testing are a routine aspect of medical care

* RNA testing is available to all who test during the “window period”

* Immigrants to the US feel comfortable & knowledgeable about accessing HIV testing

* Religious institutions accept and support men of color living with or at risk for HIV

* All school staff are trained in HIV prevention, trans/homo-phobia, and drug education

* All DPH-funded clinics provide HIV education materials in multiple languages
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