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Welcome, Introductions, and Announcements

Co-Chair Perry Rhodes III called the meeting to order at 3:07 PM.  He explained that the three Co-Chairs rotate facilitation responsibilities.  He then asked attendees to introduce themselves and for members to make relevant announcements.
· Tracey Packer announced that the San Francisco Department of Public Health (SFDPH) and Better World Advertising have developed a new “Resist Meth” campaign, examples were posted and available to all attendees.

· Derrick Mapp announced that the Shanti Project was recruiting for the next cycle for its LIFE program, due to begin 06/17/07
· Eiko Sugano announced that the Bay Area LIFT program would be conducting a resume writing workshop for LGBT youth on 06/18/07.

· Randy Allgaier explained that he is also a member of the Health Services Planning Council (HSPC or the CARE Council) and provided a brief update on changes announced for care funding from the federal government.

· There is to be a $9.3M cut in funding for the San Francisco (SF), San Mateo, and Marin County area.

· This is a drastic cut which means that 75% of the award will go to core services, whereas only 43% of last year’s award went to the same.

· Federal funding is no longer allowed for residential substance abuse services.

· Other non-core services to be severely cut include housing assistance.

· The City of SF has back-filled $3.8M of the cuts, primarily for housing.

· The CARE Council is trying to secure additional support, including from the State.
· Shane Anglin announced that he will be leaving the HPPC as of 09/01/07 as he is relocating to Portland where he will be continue working in HIV prevention services.
· Frank Strona announced that on 06/26/07 at 7:00 PM at the LGBT Center there will be a program entitled, “Confirming our Strengths: A Night of Sharing the Power of Being Gay.”
· This asset-based event is a collaboration of SFDPH STD Section, the SFDPH HPS, Magnet, and the Community Partnership for Gay Men’s Health.
· Announcements will be forwarded to all members.

· Frank Strona then distributed cards entitled, “Is Your Dog A Ham?” announcing photo auditions on 06/17/07 for dogs to be part of campaign promoting Gay men’s health.
· Jonathan Batiste distributed a flyer announcing an evening of “LGBT Interest Films” on 06/16/07 cosponsored by the Spectrum, Black Coalition on AIDS (BCA) and the SF Black Film Festival.
· Jonathan Batiste also distributed a flyer entitled, “Playa Playa… Let’s Keep It Real,” announcing the next 3MV (Many Men Many Voices) meetings 07/23, 27, & 30/07 at 11:00 AM at the Black Coalition on AIDS (2800 Third Street).

· Tracey Packer provided a follow-up on concerns expressed during the public comment portion of the May Council meeting regarding the possible loss of the Transgender Resource And Neighborhood Space (TRANS) project.

· The SFDPH is working with Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration (SAMHSA) to in an attempt to continue the project by providing funding through the SFDPH; although still in progress, the prospect looks positive.
Perry Rhodes III introduced the Ladies of Passion, SF’s only Transgender Hula Group, noting that they are all from Hawaii but live in SF.  The group explained its mission as being to educate, support, and share the beauty of life through dance.  The attendees expressed their appreciation for the performance with applause.
The Council then observed a moment of silence in remembrance of Thomas Ganger.

1. Review and Approval of Minutes from 5/10/2007
Motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes from the meeting 5/10/07.  No discussion was offered.  The vote was by roll call as follows.
	
	Member
	Vote
	Member
	Vote

	
	Randy Allgaier
	Abstain
	Tei Okamoto
	Yes

	
	Shane Anglin
	Yes
	Tracey Packer
	Yes

	
	Michelle Bakken
	Yes
	Ken Pearce
	Yes

	
	Jonathan Batiste
	Abstain
	Perry Rhodes III
	Yes

	
	Gayle Burns
	Yes
	Jenny Lynn Sarmiento
	Yes

	
	Edward Byrom
	Yes
	Chandra Sivakumar
	Yes

	
	David Diaz
	Yes
	Gwen Smith
	Yes

	
	Michael Discepola
	Yes
	Frank Strona
	Yes

	
	Isela Gonzalez
	Yes
	Eiko Sugano
	Yes

	
	Dee Hampton
	Yes
	Rakli Wilburn
	Yes

	
	Weihaur Lau
	Yes
	Luke Woodward
	Yes

	
	Derrick Mapp
	Yes
	Abbie Zimmerman
	Abstain


The minutes were approved with three abstentions.
2. General Public Comment

Perry Rhodes II explained that the HPPC welcomes the community’s input.  He then reminded attendees of the principles of respectful engagement that were also posted in the meeting room.  Comments from members of public were offered.
· Chris Powers from the San Francisco AIDS Foundation (SFAF), Research Department announced that they are recruiting participants for a research project looking at reducing risk among HIV+ MSM.

· The program includes counseling, testing and a small stipend.
· Attendees were invited to contact him for more information, promotional materials, and/or if they would like him to address other groups about this project.
· He also noted that he is a former employee of the SFDPH Research Section.

· Ann Fitzgerald of the Latino HIV/AIDS Prevention Initiative distributed materials about that project, including an executive summary and survey.

· She explained that the project is conducting a needs assessment of services available to the Latino community.

· She asked attended to execute the survey, noting that it is also available on the project’s website.
· JoAnne Keatley, of the Pacific AIDS Education and Training Center, University of California, San Francisco announced the Third Annual Transgender leadership awards event to be held at the LGBT Center 06/18/07
· She provided some background on projects underway at UCSF with the Transgender community, including a three-year Center of Excellence (COE) grant from the State Office of AIDS for HIV prevention services.
· This project will work statewide reviewing programs available, conducting a research and literature search, capacity building by conducting provider training, and compiling a compendium in print and on the Internet of available services.

· She also noted that the CDC funded capacity building assistance program, Transitions, has been saved and will continue at CAPS at UCSF.

· Hank Wilson, former HPPC member, offered comments, including the following.

· He urged including community advisory boards in all aspects of the TRANS program.

· He highlighted the following literature, all of which are silent regarding “Poppers”:

· A recent study on substance use among Transgender people;
· A brochure published by the AIDS Clearinghouse on drugs and sex;

· A pamphlet put out by the Stop AIDS Project on S&M safety; and
· A peer reviewed study on substance use published by the Center for AIDS Research.

· He pointed out that after 25 years and an accumulating body of research regarding “Poppers” service provides as well as the community remain uninformed of the risks posed by the use of “Poppers.”
· If there is no message, he asserted, the community hears approval.

· He advocated for informed consent if use is chosen, rather than a prohibition.

· He urged educating young people as there is a window of opportunity between first sexual experience and the age at which research indicates substance use commences.
· He noted that “Poppers” have been included the SF Prevention Plan for several years.

· He added that the Transgender COE may present an opportunity in this regard.
· Brian Basinger, President of the Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club, asked the HPPC for two letters and individual members’ phone calls supporting funding of the SF Board of Supervisor’s recommended Comprehensive Housing Plan

· He noted that the National AIDS Coalition points out that housing is a significant prevention tool, cutting transmission rates by half.

· The proposed plan seems to be caught up in competing political proposals between the Mayor and some members of the Board of Supervisors.

· He also explained that the Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club which is, in collaboration with other community organizations, putting together a queer housing plan addressing all unmet aspects of housing facing the LGBT community.

· He would also like a letter from the HPPC of support on this plan.

3. Members’ Response to Public Comment
Perry Rhodes III explained that requests for support from the HPPC go to the Steering Committee for evaluation prior to Council consideration.  There was no other comment.
4. HPPC Co-Chairs/Steering Committee Written Report

Perry Rhodes III directed attendees’ attention to the document entitled, “Co-Chairs Report June 14, 2007,” copies of which had been distributed to all members in advance of the meeting.  Two attachments were distributed at the meeting entitled, “Overview of 2008 CDC Interim Progress Report,” and, “CTL Unit Project Status for 6/15/07 HPPC Meeting,” both of which are available to absent members upon request.  He asked people to review the information.
5. Introduction of Transgender Specific Meeting
Perry Rhodes III introduced Jeanna Eichenbaum and Jenna Rapues who conducted the presentation entitled, “Transgender Advisory Group,” (TAG) copies of which had been sent to all members in advance of the meeting.  Their additional comments included the following.

· Jeanna Eichenbaum, Project Director of the UCSF TRANS project, provided an overview of the Council meeting’s program, including the following:
· The impact of Transphobia in the community such as violence, HIV risk, substance use, and mental health disorders;
· Presentations from a number of researchers and social scientists; and
· The exponentially higher risk among HIV Transwoman of color. 
· She also suggested that the Transgender population size in the SFDPH’s Epidemiology Consensus data is under reported, most likely as a result of inadequate data collection.

Slides 2 & 4 – The Mission Statement has been recently updated from the previous version.
Slide 6 – TAG wants to collaborate with various community based organizations (CBOs) in reaching out to the community.
Questions and Comments

· A question was asked about what community members can do about the violence against the Transgender community and to help saves lives.
· Jeanne Eichenbaum responded that she lost a Transwoman client this week to an overdose.  This client, she explained, had been rejected by her family, experienced a lack of employment opportunities, didn’t have stable housing, and had other factors all coming together to form a, “Perfect storm.”
· All of these issues, she continued, need to be addressed by a concerted effort.
· It was suggested there be a website enabling people to readily access information about services available.

· Jenna Rapues explained that TAG is currently working on such a website.

· A questions was asked why, after so many years, the HPPC should still need to be educated on Transgender issues.

· Jonathan Batiste explained that such education is particularly useful to the younger and newer HPPC members.

· Dee Hampton added that is it important when people like Tamara Ching and Hank Wilson, who have health advocates for many years, remind the Council of SF’s HIV prevention history.
Attendees expressed their appreciation for the presentation with applause.
6. Transphobia
Transphobia and Health Care

Lydia A. Sausa of UCSF Department of Family and Community Medicine conducted the presentation entitled, “Transphobia: Impact on HIV & Health Care,” copies of which were distributed to attendees and are available to absent members upon request.

Attendees expressed their appreciation for the presentation with applause
Presentation by Police Commissioner

Theresa Sparks, President of the SF Police Commission, provided an overview of the Transgender movement.

· In many ways the Transgender movement parallels SF’s struggle against HIV/AIDS.

· The Transgender political movement in SF started in the mid 90’s and included the formation of the Transgender Advisory Council to the Human Rights Commission (HRC).
· She noted that several people instrumental in this development were present at this HPPC meeting.

· The Transgender Advisory Council developed discrimination protocols for SF.

· This included a list of 96 ways in which Transgender people are discriminated against.

· This list was also presented to the Board of Supervisors and was ultimately codified into a non-discrimination ordinance in SF.
· This was not the first such non-discrimination law in the US, but was preceded by similar law in Minneapolis.
· Although local pride was taken in the non-discrimination law, nothing much happened in way of enforcement or implementation for another five years.
· A number of community activism groups emerged, including Transgender Rage, known today as Day of Remembrance (DOR), which first held the first day of remembrance of Transgender deaths in 1998.
· As a result, people in SF started recognizing the level of violence against Transpeople.

· It also became apparent that such violence against Transpeople is a health issue.

· Prior to 1998-9 there had been an average of two or three murders of primarily Transwoman per month in the US and Western Europe.

· With the emergence of the Transgender political movement here and around the world that average has actually risen.
· Over the past year SF has had a rash of Transpeople, primarily Transwoman, found dead from suspicious causes.

· In 2000 a significant event took place in the history of the Transgender political movement: Mark Leno, a true believer in Transgender rights, was elected to the Board of Supervisors.

· Among other things it resulted in the formation of the Transgender Civil Rights Implementation Task Force, which explored the enforcement and implementation of the anti-discrimination law passed five-years earlier.

· This was the first such body in the US.
· At the same time the Transgender Political Caucus was formed as the first Transgender political coalition in the US.
· In 2001, amidst national and international attention, the City of SF became the first jurisdiction to provide Transgender health care to its employees.

· This has grown to other jurisdictions as well as to health care insurers, many of whom now offer Transgender health care as an option to its customers.
· Around that time the HRC in cooperation with the SFPD formed a task force to look at protocols by which Transpeople are dealt with by the SFPD and Sheriff’s Department.

· The protocols adopted were based on the principle that, “All individuals have the absolute right to self-identify.”
· This means that, without regard to how a person looks or what their ID may assert, all people have the absolute right to independently identify their gender.

· Insofar as implementation, the difficulty has changed; the police department is aware of the law, but people on the street are not.
· Conditions in the local jails have made significant improvement, although far from ideal.

· The Transgender political movement uses different, and larger, population number than those used by the SFDPH.

· Transpeople are getting more involved in politics and the Transgender community is becoming a more significant political factor in SF, as demonstrated by:
· Theresa Sparks appointment to the Police Commission three years ago;

· Her recent election as the President of the Police Commission; 

· The possibility that Cindy Chung may be the first Transwoman to be elected Supervisor after having been only the second to have run; and 
· That all major SF politicians now talk about Transgender issues.

· There has been six or seven suspicious death in SF of Transwoman over the past two years.
· The police have investigated most; however, the coroner has ruled some to be drug overdoses.
· The recent case in Fremont is, unfortunately, the first arrest and prosecution of someone for the violent murder of a Transgender person -- at least in California.

· It is clear that we still have a long way to go.
· She is working on getting a Transgender lawyer in either the District Attorney’s office or the office of the Public Defender in the near future.

Attendees expressed their appreciation for Theresa Sparks’ remarks with applause.
Questions and Comments

· In response to Derrick Mapp’s question Lydia A. Sausa explained that the SFDPH has published a booklet regarding Best Practices for services to Transpeople living with HIV.
· Theresa Sparks added that the HRC is compiling guide on legal Best Practices, including public accommodation, housing, and employment.
· Isela Gonzales asked about ensuring that things continue to move forward in the Sheriff’s Department regarding services in the Jails.
· Theresa Sparks said that the Police Department implemented the non-discrimination protocols through the SF Police Departments General Orders – the set of rules under which the department operates – and these have real teeth.
· For instance, an officer found to have violated the General Orders can be disciplined, including being dismissed.

· She highlighted that every Police Captain and the Hate Crimes Department is fully aware of these General Orders and required to enforce them.

· She added that the LGBT advisory committee at the HRC has been working with the Sheriff’s Department on implementation of the protocols in the jails.

Attendees expressed appreciation to Lydia A. Sausa and Theresa Sparks with applause.
7. Transgender HIV Prevention Data/Funded Services
Transgender Presentation

Dee Hampton and Lisa Reyes who conducted the presentation entitled, “Transgender HIV Prevention Services Funded by HPS,” copies of which were sent to all members in advance of the meeting.  Their additional comments included the following. 

· Slides 3 & 7 – Provided an overview of the 2006 Consensus Data for all Behavioral Risk Populations.  The HIV Prevention Section (HPS) recognizes that it is very difficult to estimate the size of the Transgender population.  This is the best estimate given the limited data and information.  However these are estimates based on local research and may be subject to an unknown degree of error.  
· The Prevalence rate may be high in this estimate as a result of under estimating the population size.

· The funding reported is prevention funding only and does not include care services. Allocations for this funding and are not based on the 2006 Consensus date.  Funding for current services is based on the priorities developed in the 2004 HIV Prevention Plan.
· Slide 8 & 9 – Provided an overview of the agencies specifically focusing on Transgender needs.  It was noted that these are not the only agencies that provide services to the Transgender community. 
· Slides 10-20 - Are overviews of the agencies providing services to Transpeople.
· Slide 21 – Provides a summary of 2006 Consensus Data of the Transgender community divided by Injection Drug Users (IDU) and Non-IDU.
UCSF Transgender Data

JoAnne Keatley from the Pacific AIDS Education and Training Center, and Jae Sevelius of the Department of Medicine Center for AIDS Prevention Services (CAPS) conducted the presentation entitled, “Transgender People in San Francisco and HIV Risk,” copies of which were sent to all members in advance of the meeting.  Their additional comments included the following.

· Data presented is from UCSF as well as other sources.
· Slide 2 & 3 – There have been few studies that gather data on Transpeople other than sex workers and substance users.
· These slides are compliments of Jessica Xavier
· Slide 4 – Data collected between the mid 1990’s and 2005.

· Unpublished data indicates percentages in Oakland to be much higher than in SF.
· Slide 7 – Study results were reported in the American Journal of Public Health, 2004.

· Slide 8 – All participants have had at least one instance of sex work, thus the numbers may be skewed.
· Slide 10 – It was observed that although HIV prevention messages were getting through, numerous factors contributed to this group’s decision to participate in Unprotected Receptive Anal Sex (URAS).
· Slide 12 – Even those that have regular medical care find that many service providers are not culturally competent.
· Slide 13 – In SF we have seen a lot of IDU, ISU (Injection Silicone Use), and IHU (Injection Hormone Use), including street hormones, used as coping mechanisms.
· Jae Sevelius noted that CAPS is conducting a national study and asked attendees to contact him with candidates for participation.

The attendees expressed their appreciation to JoAnne Keatley and Jae Sevelius with applause.

Questions and Comments

· Ken Pearce asked why the 2004 Nemoto study was conducted among Transpeople with at least one experience as a sex worker.
· JoAnne Keatley explained that an earlier study (1996) indicated that that those engaged in commercial sex were at greater risk and the 2004 study sought to test that hypothesis by recruiting a high number of sex workers; however, the hypothesis proved to be inaccurate.

· She added that there wasn’t a lot of earlier data to form a hypothesis upon.
· Ken Pearce then asked about the income disparity between the African-American and Asian Pacific Islander populations.
· JoAnne Keatley said that in her opinion that there is a, “Passing privilege” accorded to Asian Pacific Islander Transwomen that African-American, Latina, or White Transwomen do not enjoy.

· The Asian Pacific Island Transwomen therefore have more access to employment.
· She added that the Asian Pacific Islander culture is not as dismissive of Transwomen and so they have more community and family support.

· Gayle Burns said that it angers her that we have heard the same data for several years.

· She asked what it takes to get cultural competent services to this community.
· She also asked what it takes to get appropriate education to Transgender sex workers.

· She noted that at a conference four years ago the medical professionals seemed so receptive and willing to change, but things remain unchanged.

· Her comments were met with applause.
· Tracey Packer the need to collaborate and for service providers and government to work more closely together, not just in HIV Prevention, but in all health services for transgendered people.
· She added her commitment to working together with other providers.

· JoAnne Keatley indicated that she is committed to working cooperatively, as are others.

· Alexandra Byerly suggested that there are several issues, including education, health care, and housing, that we need to work together on.

· She added that there are people dying and being killed.

· JoAnne Keatley observed that as a result of budget cuts, there has been a reduction in culturally competent services.
Attendees expressed their appreciation for the presentations with applause.
8. Recommendations from the Transgender Advisory Group and Membership/CL Committee

Before the presentation the attendees observed a moment of silence in remembrance of all Transpeople who have died as result of violence against that community.

Alexandra Byerly from TAG and Weihaur Lau who conducted the presentation entitled, “Outcomes: Enhancing HIV Prevention with Transgender Communities,” copies of which were sent to all members in advance of the meeting.  Some of their additional comments included the following.
· Plans for this Council meeting were formed around the same time, and partly in reaction to, the murder of Ruby Rodriquez, a young Transwoman in SF.
· This meeting is a result of collaborative action between the HPPC’s Membership/Community Liaison Committee (MCLC) and TAG.

· Isela Gonzales and Dee Hampton are members of both the MCLC and TAG.

· Other TAG members serving on the HPPC are: Michelle Bakken, Gayle Burns, and Luke Woodward.

The following motions were offered by the MCLC.
Motion One: Female-to-Male (FTM) Transgender Needs Assessment
That the HPPC recommends that the HIV Prevention Section (HPS) prioritize the development and implementation of a FTM transgender needs assessment.

Motion Two: Centralized Transgender Resource Guide
That the HPPC recommends that the HPS compile a centralized transgender resource guide to maximize San Francisco’s HIV Prevention efforts with transgender communities.  

Motion Three: Transgender Social Marketing Campaign
That HPPC recommends that the HPS prioritize the development and implementation of a social marketing campaign to empower transgender community members to take a proactive approach towards healthier behaviors and reduce their risks for HIV. 

Motion Four: Transgender Provider Training
That the HPPC recommends that the HPS require transgender cultural competency trainings for all HPS-funded programs.
Discussion of the motion ensued including the following.
· Abbie Zimmerman asked if we want to incorporate the terminology mentioned earlier, including Transwomen and Transmen, into HPPC documents such as the Prevention Plan.
· Alexandra Byerly noted that the TFM (Transmen) population is often ignored when discussing the Transgender community.
· Tracey Packer clarified that although a Transgender Resource Guide in Motion Two has previously been published, it needs updating.

· Tracey Packer also clarified that provider cultural competence training, Motion Four, is already underway as part of the Center of Excellence grant discussed earlier.
· It was suggested that research be done focusing on HIV transmission among Transpeople of color, as well as on partners of Transpeople.

· JoAnne Keatley noted that there is a CDC funded study underway looking at men who have sex with Transpeople.

· A question was raised as to why youth is not addressed by the motions, explaining that it is among youth that much of the growth in HIV infection is taking place.

· Alexandra Byerly indicated that the focus has been on the whole community.

· She also suggested that representatives from organizations working with youth get more involved in the work of TAG.

· Dee Hampton explained that the motions are intentionally vague, with the intention that the various initiatives include all parts of the Transgender community.
· Lisa Reyes suggested attendees use the index cards distributed to highlight gaps.

· She explained that those cards would go back to the TAG and M/CLC who are continuing to work on issues relating to the Transgender community.
Motion Two: Transgender Resource Guide

Implementation suggestions included the following:

· Alexandra Byerly noted that the guide should be available on the Internet.
· Frank Strona suggested that the definition of the guide include the information being in multiple languages, downloadable, and maintained electronically.
· Isela suggested that guide needs to be in hard copy so as to be accessible to people in jail, who do not have access to the Internet.
· Rakli Wilburn observed that many of her clients also don’t have access to the Internet, and so printed copies of the guide would be valuable.
· David Diaz suggested an 800 phone number for access to information in the guide.
There was no further discussion.  Attendees expressed their appreciation to Alexandra Byerly and Weihaur Lau with applause.

Perry Rhodes III had explained that all four motions would be voted on together.  Failing the approval of all four motions together any of the motions could be motioned, discussed, and voted on separately.  He also noted that since the motions come from a committee there is no need for a second.
The motions were voted on together by way of roll call

	
	Member
	Vote
	Member
	Vote

	
	Randy Allgaier
	Yes
	Tei Okamoto
	Yes

	
	Shane Anglin
	Yes
	Tracey Packer
	Yes

	
	Michelle Bakken
	Yes
	Ken Pearce
	Yes

	
	Jonathan Batiste
	Yes
	Perry Rhodes III
	Yes

	
	Gayle Burns
	Yes
	Jenny Lynn Sarmiento
	Not present

	
	Edward Byrom
	Yes
	Chandra Sivakumar
	Yes

	
	David Diaz
	Yes
	Gwen Smith
	Yes

	
	Michael Discepola
	Yes
	Frank Strona
	Yes

	
	Isela Gonzalez
	Yes
	Eiko Sugano
	Yes

	
	Dee Hampton
	Yes
	Rakli Wilburn
	Yes

	
	Weihaur Lau
	Yes
	Luke Woodward
	Yes

	
	Derrick Mapp
	Yes
	Abbie Zimmerman
	Yes


The motions passed unanimously.

Attendees joined Alexandra Byerly and Weihaur Lau in thanking members of the TAG and of MCLC for their work with applause.

Summary, Evaluation, and Closure of Meeting

Perry Rhodes III reminded members to execute their evaluation forms and asked all attendees to remember to turn in their index cards with suggestions.

The meeting adjourned at 5:59 PM.
Minutes prepared by David Weinman.

Minutes reviewed by Israel Nieves-Rivera and Tracey Packer.
The next HPPC business meeting will be Thursday, July 12, 2007
at the Quaker Meeting House – 65 Ninth Avenue, San Francisco
The next HPPC business meeting will be held on Thursday, July 12, 2007


3:00 – 6:00 PM


Quaker Meeting House, 65 Ninth St., San Francisco
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