San Francisco HIV Prevention Planning Council (HPPC)

Co-Chairs Report

August 9, 2007
Announcements:

Correction on Abbie Zimmerman in July 12 Co-Chairs Report.  Abbie will be an active member until August 9th.  She will continue as a non-voting community member on SUISS Committee.
Reminder: The communication/diversity training for the HPPC will be held on September 13, 2007 from 3-6 PM.  Please note that this is a regularly scheduled HPPC meeting. 
African American Action Plan:

The Action Plan group met on 7/31/07 to finalize the recommendations they developed for the State Office of AIDS.  The draft document has been sent to the State Office of AIDS.  The group will begin to focus on developing an informational brochure. The group will continue working on recommendations and present to the HPPC. The next meeting is TBD.
Urban Coalition of HIV Prevention Services (UCHAPS):

Gayle Burns and Isela Gonzalez, representing the HPPC and Eileen Loughran and Israel Nieves-Rivera, representing the HIV Prevention Section will be attending the UCHAPS meeting in Washington, DC on September 9, 10, and 11.  Isela Gonzalez is the Community alternate. She is attending in place of Perry Rhodes III for this meeting because San Francisco will be participating in a peer TA on HIV prevention efforts in correctional facilities.   

UCHAPS will also be conducting its yearly meeting with Christopher Bates, acting director of the Office of HIV/AIDS Policy in the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Secretary.  Each year Mr. Bates host the meeting that brings together representatives from Public Health Service agencies such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), Office of Minority Health, and Office of Women’s Health.  

The following are the list of topics that are scheduled to be discussed during the meeting:
· HIV counseling and testing definitions and guidelines across agencies

· Data system variables

· Tracking of DHHS–funded agencies

· Curriculum and resource updates

· Quarterly agency meetings 

Committee Updates:
Membership/Community Liaison Committee:

The Membership/CL Committee is expected to meet on Monday, August 13th from 2:00 to 5:00 PM.  The committee has a jam packed agenda which includes the review and selection of HPPC’s mid-year recruitment applicants.  The committee will offer five of the seven applicants who interviewed during the month of July membership to the HPPC.  The committee will also interview two Diversity Trainers during their next committee meeting and will select one to facilitate HPPC’s Diversity Training scheduled for September. 
The annual HPPC membership recruitment is currently open.  The Membership/CL Committee would like your help in recruitment of new members, specifically in the following populations:

· Native Americans

· African American Heterosexual Males

· Private Health Care Providers

· Faith-based 

· Youth (21 and under; 22 to 24; 25 – 29 year old)

The deadline for applications is August 15th, 2007.
If you have any questions, please contact Betty Chan Lew at (415) 554-9494.

Points of Integration between Prevention and Care:
This Committee met on Monday, August 6th.  The members continued discussions from last month on CoEs and the PwP best practice recommendations.  POI will present the committee’s recommendations to the HPPC for approval at the end of the year.  The committee also revisited the seroadaptation/serosorting issue and reviewed the summary document prepared by Harder + Co.  We began our discussion on linkage from testing into care with two guest speakers – Thomas Knoble and Omar Menendez.  The next POI meeting will be held on Monday, September 10th from 3-5 pm.
Show Me the Data!  Getting Ready for SF’s Next HIV Prevention Plan:
The committee met on Thursday, August 2nd and continued to discuss BRP models.  The group will present their work, and the model that they have developed, at the August, HPPC meeting.  The committee is looking forward to getting input and feedback from the Council. This committee had an extra meeting in July to prepare for their presentation to the Council.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 6, from 2:30-4:30 PM.
Substance Use Issues and Structural Solutions:
The committee met on Thursday, August 2nd and continued to revise the gaps and the proposed structural solutions. The committee reviewed data on poppers and there correlation to HIV. The group will begin looking at data on crack at the next meeting.  The next SUISS meeting will be on 9/6/07.

Follow-up on Questions from July 12th Council meeting:
	Questions Raised 
	Response and/or action 

	Could we, in addition to the social marketing presentation today, also have a discussion about the direction and impact of the current and past HIV prevention campaigns?  Specifically, it would address more of the concerns that Michael Petrelis brought up, and despite his tone and demeanor, some of us agree with.
	The suggestion is noted and will be sent to the Co-Chairs for further discussion.

	When the social marketing comes into topic in 2008 we might want to have strategic collaborations among funded CBO’s. How to support, create, and design campaigns citywide instead of provider based.
	The suggestion is noted and will be sent to next year’s Strategies & Interventions /Evaluation committee.

	Email Frank Strona about syphilis funding.


	The issue of the cuts in funding for the Syphilis elimination project was discussed at Steering on 7/26. Steering voted to send a community response urging that funds be restored.  Letters were sent to Dr. Fenton & Dr. Douglas at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and to the local offices of Dianne Fienstein, Nancy Pelosi, and Barbara Boxer.

	Incentives: Non Cash
	The suggestion is noted and will be sent to next year’s Strategies & Interventions /Evaluation committee

	For S.U.I.S.S committee: Being that the HPPC wants to ensure condom access in bars, where would “rinse” or “bleach kits” be readily available? New “Hard to Reach” clients? Could a policy be recommended for SRO’s to be mandated to offer “kits” for free?
	Bleach kits are no longer considered best practice as a prevention strategy for IDUs because there is no evidence that bleach kills HCV. Although bleaching used syringes does kill HIV, if present, best practice is to provide sufficient syringe access coverage so IDUs may use a brand new syringe/needle for every injection, not just for HIV & HCV prevention, but also prevention of soft tissue infections and blood vessel damage. The SUISS committee will make recommendations regarding improving IDUs' access to syringes, as well as to other HIV prevention services. On another practical note, buying individual bottles of bleach to distribute is MUCH more expensive than buying syringes for the same number of people.

	Specify funding to interventions (such as social-marketing, etc) not just for products but the whole process involved. Specify in the plan.
	The suggestion is noted and will be sent to next year’s Strategies & Interventions /Evaluation committee
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