IDU Outreach Needs Assessment
Tenderloin, Civic Center and Mission

Conducted by Askia Muhammad 10/16/06 – 11/28/06

1.  The numbers
      Hours in street: 70
      Estimated number of contacts: 985

	
	   n
	% of contacts

	Needs
	
	

	Safer injection education
	585
	59%

	Safer sex education
	367
	37%

	HIV testing
	605
	61%

	HIV+ services/care
	100
	10%

	Needle exchange info
	330
	34%

	HCV education/testing
	155
	16%

	Shelter/housing
	665
	68%

	Drop-in services
	110
	11%

	Health care
	260
	 26%

	Dental care
	383
	39%

	Drug treatment
	
	

	  For Opiate
	66
	7%

	  For Stimulant
	73
	7%

	
	
	

	Risks observed
	
	

	Syringe sharing
	107 incidents

	Uncapped needles
	131 found on street

	Sex on street
	  61 incidents

	
	
	

	Supplies distributed
	
	

	Condoms
	2310

	Biobuckets
	    40

	NEP cards
	  105

	
	
	


2.  Selected field notes by date

11/8/06, Mission, 4 – 7 pm
I observed two females IDUS performing oral sex on the street on the Capp St. alley.

I observed a group of three IDUs cooking up their dope at 16th and Mission and then sharing the same needle with each other.

I observed two IDUs sharing the same needle.  One person injected the other and then used the same needle to inject himself.  The needle exchange is just one block away.

I observed female career IDUs standing in front of their SRO hotels along Mission between 16th and 17th taking their street sex dates into the hotels.

I observed a female crack addict performing oral sex on a man under the Duboce St. Freeway.   This is a daily common way female crack addicts make money in this spot.

11/9/06, Tenderloin, 4 pm – 7 pm

I observed three IDUs, one who is HIV+, share the same needle in the Continuum street alley.  I have observed IDUs shoot up in this alley daily for 24 months now.

I observed 3 IDUs shoot up and share the same needle on Golden Gate between Larkin and Hyde.  On any given day, anywhere from 5 to 10 IDUs camp out at this spot and cook up their dope and fix in open public view.  They simply duck down on the side of a parked car and fix.  Also other IDUs will frequent this spot through the day and night to shoot up.

I observed two IDUs shoot up with the same needle in the Continuum doorway.   Continuum was closed.  This is a regular camp out and palce to fix until the morning when the City sidewalk cleaning machine drives down the sidewalk.  After the ground directs the IDUs come back.

I observed 12 uncapped used needles along Leavenworth between Golden Gate and O’Farrell and along Golden Gate between Larkin and Leavenworth.

11/13/06, Civic Center, 4 pm – 7 pm
I observed two homeless female IDUs performing oral sex on two males in the Willow St. alley off of Van Ness.  This is a regular spot for panhandling and oral sex for money among homeless female IDUs in the area.

I observed 8 uncapped needles.  Two in the Ivy Street alley, three in the Willow St Alley, one at Turk and Van Ness and two at 12th and Market.  Homeless IDUs panhandle and camp out on 12th St near the Civic Center hotel.

I observed two homeless IDUs sharing a needle in a doorway at Van Ness and Turk, near the Tenderloin elementary school.

Homeless IDUs camp out along Van Ness from Mission and South Van Ness all the way up to Ellis and Van Ness.  This includes alleys along Van Ness such as Ivy and Willow.
I observed two homeless IDUs sharing a needle in the Ivy St alley.  The needle exchange is in this alley on Monday night!  (11/13/06 was a Monday).

11/16/06, Mission, 4 pm – 8 pm
I observed an HIV+ homeless IDU share a needle with another IDU on Mission between 15th and 16th.  This HIV+ IDU also prostitutes in the area and is a regular in the Mission.
I observed two homeless IDUs sharing a needle at Capp and 16th.

I observed two IDUs sharing a needle at 14th and South Van Ness.

I observed three homeless female IDUs prostituting on Capp between 16th and 17th; six IDU females working along Mission between 16th and 17th; four IDU females working along 16th between Mission and Harrison; two homeless IDU females working at 17th and Folsom; one IDU female working at 17th and Bryant.  I remember most of these women from when I conducted outreach with the Urban Health Study and they remember me from outreach and the needle exchange site in the Mission.

I observed four uncapped needles on Mission between 16th and 17th; three uncapped needles along Capp St between 14th and 17th.

11/23/06, Civic Center, 3 pm – 7 pm

I observed a male in a business truck shooting up in the Willow St alley parking lot.  A homeless female IDU was in the truck with him.  The female IDU was using Kleenex to clean the blood form the male’s arm.  The female IDU just kept throwing the blood-soaked Kleenex out of the window onto the ground.
I observed a female IDU performing oral sex on a male in the Willow Street alley parking lot in a car.  This is a daily trick spot where homeless and panhandling female IDUs bring men in their cars to perform oral sex for money.

I picked up three uncapped needles and put them in a biobucket at 12th and Stevenson St.

I picked up two uncapped needles and put them in a biobucket at Mission and Van Ness Streets.

I picked up three uncapped needles and put them in a biobucket in the Ivy Street alley.

I picked up two uncapped needles on Polk between Hayes and Grove and put them in a biobucket.  Homeless IDUs camp out along Pok behind the Civic Center auditorium. Have for  years.

I observed two IDUs sharing a needle in the Ivy Street alley.

I observed two IDUs sharing a needle in the Willow Street alley.

(Askia made many more notes on these themes from all sites)

3.  Selected field notes by topic

Sexual risk

Many IDU females prostitute to pay SRO rent and purchase drugs.  Sex on street is oral sex performed on males by homeless female IDUs (Mission).

IDU females prostitute outside SRO’s along Mission between 16th and 17th (Mission).

Many IDU females panhandle to vehicles.  Cars meet IDU females in nearby alley for oral sex in car (Civic Center).

Observed three IDU females offering to ‘date’ males on the street when attempts to panhandle failed. (TL).

Some HIV-positive TG’s and gay-identified and non-gay-identified men prostitute to pay SRO rent and to buy drugs even though they may receive public benefits (TL).

IDU homeless female, oral sex on male in open parking lot (Civic Center).

Injection risk

HIV-positive person was sharing a dirty needle (TL).

Observed four IDUs sharing same dirty needle.  All four are homeless (Mission).

Observed three homeless IDUs sharing dirty needle (Civic Center)

HIV-positive IDU sharing dirty needle with four other IDUs (Civic Center)

Other hazards

Used, uncapped needles on street (all sites)

Uncapped needles on sidewalk outside elementary school (Civic Center).

I picked up uncapped needles and placed them in a biobucket. A construction worker saw me and thanked me (TL).

(Askia made many more notes on these themes from all sites)
