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This report describes the results of a behavioral needs assessment conducted for Latino immigrant males who have sex with males (MSM).  Thirty-six Latino immigrant MSM completed a detailed interview including questions about HIV and AIDS, sexual behaviors with male, female, and transgendered partners, drug and alcohol use, and opinions about how to do effective HIV prevention.


Major findings include:

· Most of the respondents were gay or bisexual, but five of the respondents (14%) identified as heterosexual.

· Sixty-one percent of respondents reported unprotected anal sex (receptive and/or insertive) in the last six months, and 36% reported unprotected receptive anal sex in the last six months.

· Four of the five heterosexually identified respondents reported unprotected vaginal sex with women and/or unprotected insertive anal sex with men, women, or transgendered persons in the last six months.

· Reported drug use in the last three months, both injection and non-injection, was relatively low among the sample, with the exception of alcohol (92%), marijuana (47%), and crack or cocaine (19%).  None reported injection drug use in the last three months. 

· Forty-seven percent of the respondents reported ever receiving an HIV test. Six percent (two individuals) were self-reported HIV-positive.

· Twenty-eight percent of respondents said they had ever used HIV prevention services, and none of the heterosexually identified men in the sample


The results suggest that Latino immigrant MSM are at risk for HIV, but that testing and other HIV prevention services are not reaching this group effectively.  The following recommendations for HIV prevention for Latino immigrant MSM are offered:

· Recommendation 1: Risks related to sex with men and transgendered persons should be explored with heterosexually identified Latino immigrant men who receive HIV testing or other HIV preventions services.

· Recommendation 2: Interventions for Latino immigrant MSM should assess and explore individuals’ level of concern regarding HIV, reasons for concern (or lack of it), and how behavior change could reduce their concerns.

· Recommendation 3: Interventions should focus on sexual risks in general as well as sexual risks related to recreational drug use.

· Recommendation 4: Expand the scope of HIV prevention interventions beyond individual behavior change goals to community- and policy-level interventions that address homophobia/biphobia and economic insecurity among Latino immigrant MSM.

· Recommendation 5: HIV prevention interventions should meet people “where they’re at” by addressing the life issues that are important for clients in addition to HIV-related topics.

· Recommendation 6:  Anonymous HIV testing, during which no identifying information is collected, should be made accessible to this population.  The availability of this type of testing is especially important for heterosexually identified Latino immigrant MSM, and outreach efforts to recruit these men for testing should be increased.

· Recommendation 7: Increase one-on-one counseling and other services that are sensitive to the unique needs of Latino immigrant MSM clients.  These services should be based in the Latino community and use Latino Spanish-speaking men as the prevention messengers.

· Recommendation 8: Increase the capacity of health care providers, HIV-specialized agencies, and other non-HIV community-based agencies to provide HIV prevention services to this population.  Ensure a good mix of agencies serving heterosexual and gay/bisexual men to accommodate the different subgroups of Latino immigrant MSM.

· Recommendation 9:  Increase and widen outreach efforts to Latino immigrant MSM in order to recruit them for HIV testing and other HIV prevention services.

· Recommendation 10. Reduce reliance on the use of written ads and materials for HIV prevention for Latino immigrant MSM.

· Recommendation 11. Address community norms regarding unsafe sex among gay and bisexual Latino immigrant MSM.

· Recommendation 12. Increase components of interventions that serve young Latino men who are recent immigrants, as they may be a high-risk subgroup of the larger Latino population. 
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