Epidemiology Chapter Framework Outline

· An integrated chapter will include both prevention data and data relevant to Care priorities (e.g., AIDS mortality rates; service utilization among HIV-positive individuals)
· The CDC provides specific guidelines for writing an integrated Epi chapter.
· The Guidelines are broken into 5 Core Epidemiologic Questions.

Core Epi Question #1
· What are the demographic characteristics of the general population in San Francisco?

· This section will include demographic indicators such as gender,  

    race/ethnicity, and age. 
                               Core Epi Question #2
· What is the scope of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in San Francisco?

· This will be the longest section, and will include:
· Data illustrating the overall burden of disease in SF

· The disproportionate impact of HIV/AIDS on particular populations 

              Trends in the epidemic

Core Epi Question #3
· What are the indicators of risk for HIV infection in San Francisco?
     A discussion of diseases or other conditions known to follow or precede  

     the pattern of the HIV epidemic

· Will include data such as HIV Counseling and Testing data, STD  surveillance data

Core Epi Question #4
· What are the patterns of service utilization among HIV+ persons in San Francisco?

· Data on the many types of care and support services being utilized by HIV+ persons

· A discussion of potential barriers

      Important for prioritizing services and planning   

      outreach/recruitment 
Core Epi Question #5

· What are the number and characteristics of persons who know they are HIV+ but who are not receiving HIV primary medical care?

· Characteristics of HIV+ persons not receiving medical care

· Who accesses care and who doesn’t? Why?

· Useful for thinking about linkage from prevention to care, and for developing strategies to reduce barriers

