San Francisco HIV Prevention Planning Council (HPPC)

Co-Chairs Report

May 14, 2009
Announcements:

Committee Resignation:  The Points of Integration (POI) Committee is sad to announce that Randy Allgaier has resigned as a community member.  Randy had been a member on POI since 2007.  Randy has been active on both the Health Services Planning Council, and the HIV Prevention planning Council.  He resigned from the full Council in November 2008. We appreciate all his contributions to the POI committee.
Business Office Update:  Effective May 4, 2009, Michelle Long became the Director of Contract Development and Technical Assistance for the new Community Program's Centralized Business Office.  This Business Office will be responsible for centralization of all contract development functions and technical assistance for Community Programs contractors.
Ms. Long has been the Director of HIV Health Services since 1998.  Her background and tremendous expertise in the contracting functions and program management in HIV Health Services provides her a strong foundation for this important role.  The Centralized Business Office for Contractors will be focused on the development of contracts and solicitations as well as providing technical assistance to contractors to meet contract and Department goals.

Also effective May 4, 2009, Bill Blum became the Interim Director of HIV Health Services.  Mr. Blum has been the Assistant Director of HIV Health Services since November 2006.
Community Co-Chair Nomination:  Perry Rhodes III term as a Community Co-Chair will expire on June 30, 2009.  Thus, the HPPC is calling for nominations for the Community Co-Chair position, for the term of July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2011 (2 years).  Anyone who is interested in nominating one of their fellow HPPC member(s) or themselves, please send an e-mail to Betty Chan Lew at betty.lew@sfdph.org by Friday June 5, at 5:00 PM.  We will vote at the June 11 HPPC meeting.

Note:  Eligible candidates are HPPC members who have been voting HPPC members for at least 6 months. The Community Co-Chair job description is attached below.
For more information about the Community Co-chair position, please contact Eileen at eileen.loughran@sfdph.org.

Providers meeting to review Strategies and Intervention Chapter: The HIV Prevention Section and the Strategies, Interventions & Evaluation (SIE) Committee will be providing an overview of the draft Strategies & Interventions Chapter to the HIV prevention providers in San Francisco. The goal of the meeting is to ensure that the chapter is clear, and to identify concerns that providers may have when using the chapter to develop strategies and interventions.  
When:  Thursday, May 21st, from 10 am to 12 pm

Where:  The Quaker Meeting House @ 65 Ninth Street between Market & Mission

If you have any questions, please contact Emalie Huriaux at emalie.huriaux@sfdph.org

Update on Development of the 2010 HIV Prevention Plan:
The Points of Integration Committee will present the Epidemiology chapter for approval at the June 11th HPPC meeting.  The final chapter will be sent out to Council members for review 2 weeks prior to the meeting.  In April, the framework for the chapter was presented to the Council. The committee received some feedback from the HPPC on the framework, and has incorporated it into their work. Please come to the June 11th meeting prepared to vote. If you have any questions, please contact Vincent Fuqua at vincent.fuqua@sfdph.org .
The Show Me The Data (SMTD) committee will present the Priority Setting chapter for vote & approval at the June 11th HPPC meeting.  This committee has presented each of the components of the Priority Setting Model to the Council.  This presentation will be to approve the chapter which explains the details of the model.  Please come to the June 11th meeting prepared to vote on this chapter. If you have any questions, please contact Eileen Loughran at eileen.loughran@sfdph.org. 
Update on City, State, and Federal issues:
Obama Administration released a fully detailed Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 Budget Request:  On Thursday, March 7th, the Obama Administration released a fully detailed Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 Budget Request.  President Obama requested an overall budget of $78.4 billion in discretionary spending for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  Within HHS, the budget contains $107 million in new funding for HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment.  The President’s budget increases funding for the Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention (DHAP) at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) by $53 million and funding for the Ryan White Program within the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) by $54 million.  A copy of the full budget can be accessed at www.gpoaccess.gov/usbudget/fy10/appendix.html. 
The language pertaining to HIV prevention at CDC explains that the increase will support “domestic HIV/AIDS surveillance and testing, prevention research, capacity building and technical assistance, prevention interventions, and program evaluation and policy development.”  The President’s budget includes a $15 million set aside for the Early Diagnosis Grant Program, reduced from $30 million in previous years.  President Obama’s budget for CDC also includes an increase of $51,000 for Viral Hepatitis prevention, $421,000 for STD prevention, and $398,000 for TB prevention.
The $54 million increase for the Ryan White program includes the following increases:  $8 million for Part A (Grants to Eligible Metropolitan Areas and Transitional Grant Areas), $10 million for Part B (Grants to States and Territories) base, $20 million for the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP), $10 million for Part C (Early Intervention Services), $2 million for the dental program, and $4 million for the AIDS Education and Training Centers.  The President’s budget also includes language that would extend the sunset of the Ryan White CARE Act until October 2010.  AIDS Action spoke to a White House official who stated that the inclusion of the extension is merely a placeholder to ensure that funding will continue if the bill is not extended or reauthorized by September 30, 2009.  The Obama Administration is expected to weigh in on the issue of extension and Congress is likely to act before the date of sunset, making the budget language unnecessary.  AIDS Action remains committed to the community consensus of extending the act with minor changes for three years prior to the September 30th, 2009 sunset.
The President’s budget eliminates the $99 million Community Based Abstinence Education account within the Administration for Children and Families. It replaces the ineffective abstinence-only-until-marriage education program with $110 million in funding for a comprehensive teen pregnancy prevention initiative.  The language states that no less that $75 million of this funding must be used for teen pregnancy prevention programs that have been shown to effectively delay sexual activity and increase contraceptive use and that $25 million will be used for research and demonstration grants to develop innovative strategies for preventing teen pregnancy.
The budget increases overall funding for the National Institutes of Health by $433 million, and calls for $3.1 billion for HIV/AIDS Research, an increase of approximately $50 million from FY 2009.  The budget request includes $310 million for the Housing Opportunities for People With AIDS Program (HOPWA), which is flat funding from FY 2009.
Much to the community’s dismay, the President’s budget did not remove language banning the use of federal funding for syringe exchange programs.  In Thursday morning’s conference call, White House Officials explained that President Obama does not want to use the budget process as a means for lifting the ban. They reaffirmed President Obama’s commitment to a National AIDS Strategy and expressed a desire to work towards lifting the ban through the strategy’s development.
CBHS Stakeholder Group Meeting:  Isela Gonzalez attended this meeting on Thursday, May 7th.  The group reviewed and provided feedback to the DRAFT workgroup recommendations that will be presented to the Health Commission on June 2nd.  The FINAL recommendations will be available on the SFDPH website for 30 days for the community to provide feedback.  A link will be sent to HPPC members as soon as it is posted.  If you have any questions about this meeting, please contact isela.gonzalez@sfdph.org.

HiVision Forum: On April 29th, SF AIDS Foundation in partnership with Project Inform, invited a panel of experts for a conversation on the science and controversies around using antiviral treatment to prevent HIV transmission. Two current studies were presented and discussed; PrEP and Community Viral Load.  The community viral load presentation was conducted by Dr. Moupali Das-Douglas from the HIV Prevention Section.  If you have any questions on this forum, please contact isela.gonzalez@sfdph.org.
Committee Updates:

Membership/Community Liaison Committee:  
The committee met on Wednesday, April 8th to review and discuss the working draft of Council Member Exit Interview.  A draft which was presented by Jenna was revised which will be worked into a final version for approval by the committee and Steering in May.  Additionally, the committee discussed new members’ retention issues which lead to the assignment of committee members to call and check-in with newly assigned Council members in April.  The committee started the conversation around the Parity, Inclusion and Representation (PIR) training that will be developed for the full Council on December 17th meeting.  The committee suggested that Asian and Pacific Islander American Health Forum (APIAHF) should be contacted to help develop and facilitate the training.  Our last alternate member, Marshon Smith, has been offered a seat on the Council effective May 1, 2009.  The next committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 13th, from 2:30 – 4:00PM.

Points of Integration between Prevention and Care (POI):
The committee met on Monday, May 4th.  One of the topics discussed was the issue of Community Viral Load – what it is, what does it look like in different San Francisco neighborhoods, and whether or not this is something to include in the Epi Chapter of the 2010 plan.  The committee will discuss this further at the June 1st POI meeting when Dr. Moupali Das-Douglas will be at the meeting to answer questions.  Also on June 1st, the committee will vote on whether to include this information in the Epi chapter.  On May 4th, the members continued to review the Epi Chapter and voted to use bar graphs instead of pie charts in the 2010 plan.  There will be a special POI meeting on Monday, May 18th at 3:00 pm to finish reviewing the Epi Chapter.  The final chapter will be sent out to Council members for review 2 weeks prior to the June 11th HPPC meeting.  The next POI meeting will be Monday May 18th, from 3-5 pm.
Show Me the Data! Getting Ready for SF’s Next HIV Prevention Plan:
The committee met on Thursday May 7th to review and discuss the two presentations scheduled for the May14th HPPC meeting. At the upcoming Council meeting, the SMTD committee will present the Community Assessment chapter for vote & approval. The committee will also present the criteria for subpopulations & cofactors and the guidelines developed for the Priority Setting Considerations Box.  The committee also reviewed and provided feedback on the draft Priority Setting Chapter. The committee voted to approve the chapter with the edits.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 4th, from 3-5:30 pm.
Strategies, Interventions, & Evaluation:
The committee met on Wednesday, May 6th.  The main discussion topic was reviewing the draft of the Strategies & Interventions Chapter.  Many revisions were discussed, which will be integrated into the next draft.  The committee also discussed the S & I chapter framework presentation which will be presented at the May 14th HPPC meeting.  The final chapter will be presented for approval at the July 9th Council meeting.  The chapter will be sent out to Council members 2 weeks prior to the meeting.  The next SIE meeting will be Wednesday, June 3rd from 3:30-6:00pm.
Comments/Questions from April 9th meeting:

There were several comments on cards or butcher paper that were specific to the Points of Integration committee’s work on the Epidemiology chapter.  Those questions/comments have been forwarded on directly to the POI committee staff and consultant. 
	Lori Kohler, PhD/MD (UCSF, SF General) - may have data/information on HIV+ and TG individuals in the jail/prison system
	This was sent to POI staff & consultants to follow-up on.

	Please don't forget about incarcerated folks.  AIDS Office Epi Section should have FAP (Forensic AIDS Project) data.  Please make sure each graph or data chart has a sentence following that makes the link of the data to prevention efforts.  Make it short, sweet (like we do).
	This was sent to POI staff & consultants to follow-up on.

	To POI:  Consider noting not all PLWH/A use ART, but other therapy like alternative therapy, etc.  Note program are defunded by Ryan White.  Encourage funding sources to collect data, perform services.  UCSF may have data on such population.
	This was sent to POI staff & consultants to follow-up on.

	When will DPH work on a transgender action plan, also taking racial/ethnic group differences into account?
	The Co-chairs will discuss at their May 20th meeting.
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