San Francisco HIV Prevention Planning Council (HPPC)

Co-Chairs Report

July 9, 2009
Announcements:

Joint Council meeting:  The joint Council meeting with the Health Services Planning Council (HSPC) and the HIV Prevention Planning Council (HPPC) is scheduled for Thursday October, 8th.  Meeting location and details are still being determined.
Membership Committee:  According to the HPPC Policies & Procedures, one of the Co-chairs must sit on the Membership committee.  Effective 7/1, Isela González, will be the Co-chair representation on Membership/CLC.  She will no longer be a voting member on the Show Me The Data committee. Perry will continue on the Membership as an HPPC member. 
Voting at Today’s Election:  In June we piloted a voting process using a ballot system. Co-chairs decided that we will use the same process for the July runoff election.  HPPC members will be given slips of paper that will have the two candidates names listed. They will be instructed to select one name.  The slips will include the name of the voting member on the bottom. Michael Paquette, HPS staff and one Harder & Co. staff person will tally the slips and give the count to the facilitating Co-chair.  The members name with who they voted for will be noted in the minutes because it is public record, but this will eliminate members having to say a candidates name out loud.
Urban Coalition of HIV/AIDS Preventions Services (UCHAPS):  

UCHAPS is a partnership of community members and health departments from eight urban jurisdictions, including six that are directly funded by CDC to conduct HIV prevention programs (Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles County, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco County), as well as Miami/Dade County and Washington, DC. Collectively these jurisdictions represent 35% of the nation’s AIDS cases. 

The coalition aims to bring an enhanced and focused attention of the need for resources to metropolitan areas, which have faced a disproportionate burden of infection throughout the history of the HIV epidemic. The impact of HIV/AIDS in these urban areas has been compounded by the number of HIV infections among those citizens most disenfranchised from traditional systems of medical and health care. UCHAPS believes that by working together the federal government, community planning groups and health departments can enhance responses to HIV and AIDS in urban environments. 

The current UCHAPS representatives for San Francisco are:

	Community Representatives:

Isela González

Perry Rhodes III

Gayle Burns (alternate)
	Government Representatives:

Eileen Loughran

 Israel Nieves-Rivera

 Grant Colfax (alternate)


Please note that it is the policy of the HPPC to have the two current community co-chairs represent San Francisco at the meetings, and to have an outgoing co-chair act as the community alternate.  The next UCHAPS meeting is scheduled to occur before the HIV Prevention Conference in Atlanta, GA on August 21st and 22nd.  Given that travel arrangements needed to be prepared, and that Perry’s schedule did not permit him to attend the meeting, Isela González and Gayle Burns will represent the HPPC at the meeting in Atlanta.  Given the current budget situation we will only be sending one health depart representative to the meeting.  Since Israel is one of the current Co-Chairs for UCHAPS, he will be attending the meeting in Atlanta and representing San Francisco at the meeting.  
Update on City, State, and Federal issues: On Friday, June 26th, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) completed scoring a proposed rule by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) entitled, “Medical Examination of Aliens: Removal of HIV Infection as a Communicable Disease of Public Health Significance.”   OMB’s announcement allowed the Department of Health and Human Services to proceed with publishing a long-anticipated rule to lift the HIV travel and immigration ban. 
The proposed rule was officially published in the Federal Register on Thursday, July 2nd and can be found at www.politico.com/static/PPM116_hiv2.html. It removes HIV infection from a list of diseases denying entry into the United States by visitors and immigrants and removes HIV testing from the scope of any required medical examinations for visa applicants and immigrants. This move marks the penultimate step in removing this decades-old, discriminatory prohibition placed on HIV-positive individuals. 

Immigration Equality has launched website www.immigrationequality.org/template3.php?pageid=1142 for members of the public that wish to endorse the new rule and help move repeal forward as quickly as possible.

Additionally, public comments due on August 17th may be submitted directly to the Federal Register in the following three ways:  Written comments may be sent electronically at the following URL: http://regulations.gov; 

You may email them to: Part34HIVcomments@cdc.gov; or you may submit written comments, identified by Docket No. CDC-2008-0001 to the following address:  Division of Global Migration and Quarantine, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, ATTN: Part 34 NPRM Comments,1600 Clifton Road, N.E., MS E-03, Atlanta, Georgia, 30333
Committee Updates:
Membership/Community Liaison Committee:  The committee met on Wednesday, June 10th to review and adopt some of the recommendations made on the Exit Interview Questionnaire.  A final version of the questionnaire was voted and approved by committee members which will presented before the June 25th Steering Committee meeting.  Nickie Bazel of Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum (APIAHF) joined the committee at this meeting to start the process of identifying the goals and objectives for the December Parity, Inclusion, and Representation (PIR) Council training.  She will take the lead in providing technical assistance to the committee in developing, planning and implementing the training for the full Council meeting.  The next committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 8th, from 2:30 – 4:00 PM.
Points of Integration between Prevention and Care (POI):
The committee met on Monday, July 6th.  The members debriefed the June 6th HPPC Epi Chapter presentation and overall the group felt it went well and were very pleased that the Council approved the chapter for inclusion in the 2010 plan.  Also, the members began a discussion on planning for the joint meeting between both councils which is scheduled for October 8th.  The committee has been charged with this as part of its scope of work and will continue to discuss and plan for this in the next few months.  The members also began to discuss the items on the parking lot dating back to 2007 and will prioritize these items to determine the committees’ scope of work for the remainder of the year.  Susan Philip (the HHSPC Co-chair) has taken on a new role within the STD Prevention and Control Section and has resigned her duties from the POI Committee.  The members will need to nominate a new POI Co-chair to join David Diaz at the next committee meeting on August 3rd from 3:00 – 5:00 pm.
Show Me the Data! Getting Ready for SF’s Next HIV Prevention Plan:
The group will have one final meeting to outline the process for the Priority Setting Considerations Box.  The next committee meeting will be on August 6, from 3:30-4:30 pm.
Strategies, Interventions, & Evaluation: The committee’s July and August meetings have been canceled in order to give Harder + Co time to work on the update of the Compendium and related appendices for inclusion in the Strategies & Interventions chapter. The next committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 2, from 3:30 – 6:00 pm.
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