San Francisco HIV Prevention Planning Council (HPPC)

Co-Chairs Report

November 8, 2007
Announcements:

2008 Scope of Work:  A draft of the 2008 scope of work has been approved by the Steering Committee.  The document has been sent out and copies have been distributed today.  The scope of work will be presented for vote to the HPPC at the December 13th meeting.  At the December meeting members will also have the opportunity to select 1st and 2nd choice for committee assignment for 2008.  
State legislative update: HIV/AIDS related bills:  AB682 changes the process for patient permission to get an HIV test. The bill removes the need for informed consent before an HIV test can be administered and now requires a patient to give simple consent in order to be tested. AB110 allows agencies to use state funds to buy hypodermic needles for clean needle exchange programs. The governor vetoed a bill allowing condoms to be distributed to prisoners; he did instruct the Department of Corrections to implement a smaller pilot condom distribution program as an alternative. 

The Governer also approved AB629.  The bill enacts the Sexual Health Education Accountability Act, which requires school sexual health education programs receiving state funds to teach "medically accurate, current, and objective" curriculums. It also bans teaching or promoting religious doctrine and bias against any person on the basis of gender or sexual orientation in sex-ed classes.

LGBT Youth (no specific HIV/AIDS related bills): Several bills aimed at protecting LGBT youth in schools also received the governor's signature. The Student Civil Rights Act (SB777), protects students from harassment and bullying in public schools by making sure teachers and school administrators fully understand their responsibilities to protect youth. A second bill known as the Safe Place to Learn Act (AB394), further strengthens LGBT youth protections by mandating state education officials monitor schools to ensure they have adopted and are following anti-discrimination and anti-harassment requirements. 

Bill SB518, the Juvenile Justice Safety and Protection Act, will protect all young people, including LGBT youth, from abuse and discrimination in the state's justice system. It requires the Department of Juvenile Justice to distribute a youth bill of rights to all young people in custody during their orientation and post the document where youth can see it. It also creates a toll-free hotline youth can call if they feel their rights have been violated.
National Alliance of State & Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD):

Vincent Fuqua represented San Francisco at the NASTAD National Partners meeting  which addressed HIV/AIDS in African American communities.  The meeting was held in Washington, DC October 27-31.  The group examined a racial and ethnic health disparities portfolio, and outlined other areas to explore.
Committee Updates:
Membership/Community Liaison Committee:

The Membership/CL Committee met on 11/5 which is a week earlier than their regularly scheduled committee meetings.  The committee voted for Dee Hampton, Chandra Sivakumar, and Jenny Lynn Sarmiento to provide a brief committee year-end review during the December HPPC meeting.  The group also reviewed the current recruitment processes including membership application forms and any unfulfilled membership composition gaps to recommend as possible improvements for the committee’s work in 2008.  The next meeting is scheduled for 12/10, from 2-4 PM.
Points of Integration between Prevention and Care (POI):
The Committee met on Monday, 11/5 and spent some time debriefing last month’s HPPC POI presentation and the four motions which were approved at that time.  The members thought it would be a good idea to review the motions with the few minor changes and new wording.  We also discussed the process for presenting these motions at the November HIV Health Services Planning Council (HSPC).  We briefly continued to talk about Susan Philip’s October presentation on the relationship between STDs and HIV and will need to add this to a future agenda for further discussion.  Finally, we had two guests present on what their agencies on doing around linkages from testing into care.  Fernando Gomez-Benitez spoke about the linkage services at The Mission Neighborhood Health Center and Francis Salmeri spoke about what the AIDS Health Project is doing in the area.  The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, 12/3 from 3-5 pm.
Show Me the Data!  Getting Ready for SF’s Next HIV Prevention Plan:
The committee met on 11/1 and finalized the language in column 1 of the BRP model and the narratives in column 2.  The group also completed the criteria for Subpopulations & Cofactors.  The group will do their year end presentation at the 12/13 HPPC meeting. The committee will present the revised priority setting model that includes recommendations from the Council from their mid-year presentation.  The next meeting is scheduled for 12/6, from 2:30- 4:30 pm.
Substance Use Issues and Structural Solutions:
The Committee finalized their presentation for the 11/8 HPPC meeting. The committee co-chairs will present recommendations on structural solutions related to substance use. The next meeting is scheduled for 12/6, from 3-5 pm.
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