HIV PREVENTION PLANNING COUNCIL (HPPC)

Substance Use Issues and Structural Solutions (SUISS)

Thursday, March 1st, 2007

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Minutes
Committee Members Present:  Shane Anglin, Emalie Huriaux, Bernie Berger, Luke Woodward, Tom Kennedy, Abbie Zimmerman, Eiko Sugano, Anthony Philips
Community Members Present:  Pauli Gray
Professional Staff Present:  Kim Dorman (Harder & Co.), Naomi Forsberg (minute taker), Vincent Fuqua (HPS), Ju Lei Kelly (HPS),
1. Welcome and Announcements

· The meeting began at 3:44 p.m. (room switch)
· There was an announcement about the new newsletter from Connect to Protect. Another was made for the Dancelicious dance competition at the end of March and about how Needle Exchange will now be open from 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Saturdays.

2.  Public Comment

· None

3.  Response to public comment

· None

4.  Approval of minutes from 2/1/07

· The minutes from 2/1/07 was motion by Abbie, seconded by Luke and approved by the members through roll call vote. 

· A discussion ensued about future minutes and the committee was in favor of people not being named in the minutes. It was preferred to state the action, favoring the committee rather than the individual.

5.  Steering Report

· The report began with information about the last UCHAPS meeting and their defining of what “urban” means. There were 6 directly funded districts by the CDC and D.C. Miami has requested to join. These jurisdictions comprised of 40% of the all HIV cases in the US.

· The update was that The State Office of AIDS has funded several counties to emphasize the outreach to African Americans and the first draft of the African American Action Plan is due July 1st. 

· Follow up on the Joint council meeting was discussed with regards to sero-sorting. The agenda for the next council meeting was approved with focus counseling and testing and the late testers’ needs assessment.

· There will be a facilitator training for the co-chairs at the next steering meeting.
· A health related absence working group will be put together to discuss leave of absence policy.

6.  Data presentations

· Kym reviewed the “Structural strategies and Substance use v2” document. The document covered general drug trends for San Francisco, consensus estimates, drug reports from DAWN Live, summary of substance use in HIV+ persons, the relationship between different drugs and HIV risk, and structural strategies to increase syringe access and reduce harm in the IDU community.

· There was discussion of how the data came together, with the document being organized around the questions that the committee posed. The idea for looking at this data was to come up with a priority for the work plan timeline. 

· Drug trends were where the document started because that was where the meeting left off last month. There was a break down of the most commonly used drugs, looking at IDU and Non-IDU, and Behavior Risk Population (BRP’s). 

· A description was given of what consensus data is. There was a review of the data on substance users and the prevalence (cases that already exist)/incidence (new cases) of HIV in regards to BRP’s. 

· There was a comment pointing out that it is a mistake to lump crack and cocaine data together, and it is important to make sure that every community gets recognized and looked at. The risk for crack smokers is much higher than cocaine. There was also a note that maybe crack smokers should be suggested for a needs assessment. 

· It was suggested that poppers should be prioritized. It was noted how there has not been much information gathered on popper users and how it affects HIV risk. 

· A note was made that there was no differentiation between medical marijuana and non-medical marijuana users in the data. 

· It was pointed out that in some data crack use was more prevalent than heroin use. 

· There also needs to be some data on high-risk negatives and what drugs are used in that group. 

· It was acknowledged that the drugs and risk associated with youth would be different than adults. The observation was made that it is possible there are adults who are putting youth at risk. 

· There was also the question proposed about what this committee will do with alcohol as a drug, if there is enough information about alcohol and the risk relating it to HIV, and a possible needs assessment. 

7.  Prioritize our scope of work

· The next issue is to set a prioritization of populations with high risks.

· There also needs to be a prioritization around what drugs relate to HIV. 

· It was also pointed out how many transgender, especially MTF, youth could be benefited by a structural intervention. 

· There are three sets of priorities: data, drugs and population. There needs to be attention paid into looking at what drugs, which communities use, and what is the HIV risk with each drug. 

· The information will be categorized and there will be a timeline created and brought to the next meeting.

· There was a reminder that this committee’s goals is to come up with suggestions for a structural intervention, but can also be explaining why those would or do work, for the Plan. 

8.  Closing

· There was also a reminder that there needs to be a mid year presentation to the Council. Committee will do there check in at the June meeting.
· The meeting was closed at 5:04 p.m.

Minutes prepared by Naomi Forsberg and reviewed by Vincent Fuqua, Ju Lei Kelly, and Emalie Huriaux.

Next Meeting:  April 5th, 3:30-5:00 PM, 5th Floor Conference Room.
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