DRAFT
HIV PREVENTION PLANNING COUNCIL (HPPC)
Substance Use Issues and Structural Solutions (SUISS)

Action Minutes from Meeting:08/02/07

Members Present: Bernie Berger, Tom Kennedy, Eiko Sugano, Anthony Philips, Pauli Gray 
Members Absent: Luke Woodward, Abbie Zimmerman
Professional Staff: Vincent Fuqua (DPH), Emalie Huriaux (DPH), Elizabeth Davis (DPH) Janise Kim (Harder+Company Community Research); Nicole Peterson (Harder+Company Note-Taker)
1. Welcome, Announcements, and Agenda Changes


· Announcement: The Drug Policy Alliance is having its bi-annual conference in December in New Orleans
· Emalie announced her new role as a staff member.
2.  Public Comment


· No public comment.
3.  Response to public comment


· No response.
4.  Committee Business


· Approve minutes from 7/5/07 

· Motion was made to approve by Bernie and seconded by Eiko.
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· Co-chair election 

· Luke Woodward was nominated by Eiko for co-chair.
· Motion was made by Bernie, seconded by Tom
· Motion pass to accept Luke as the new co-chair

· Steering Report
· Eiko reported on the steering committee meeting which included a discussion on the HPPC’s social marketing presentation. Frank suggested a continuation of discussion by means of a community forum because it yielded richer discussions then the presentation, although the presentation was informative. 
· The steering committee approved a letter to Diane Feinstein and the DAC in regards to the funding cuts for syphilis prevention.
· The steering committee discussed the cooperative agreement overview and clarified the attendance policy.  Israel will be presenting on the progress report and draft budget at the next council meeting.  The agenda was approved.
5.    Review Data on Poppers 
· Emalie provided a cohesive background on poppers and their relationship to HIV.
· Amongst the poppers data Emalie found particularly relevant the fact that poppers can reduce the functioning of the immune system, they’re associated with an increased risk of getting herpes simplex 8, and an increased risk of anal cancer precursors (HPV).  They cause blood vessels to open so there is an increased risk of contracting STDs, including HIV.
· It is noted that poppers are often left out of conversations involving drugs. Bernie mentioned that on Craigslist personal ads for men seeking men you will see ads that say: “No drugs except poppers and 420.” It should be a goal of the group to make sure that poppers are included in said discussions and information on drug use.
· Emalie will look into poppers use across race/ethnicity lines.
· Reinforcement by the DPH of an existing law requiring signage and warning labels in conjunction with the sale of poppers was suggested. Additionally, that brochures and a public statement are made about poppers.  There was an idea to order and distribute the postcards produced by DanceSafe which have information regarding poppers on the front.

· A rapid assessment by Harder+Co was recommended for 2008.The group agreed that it could be added on to the topic list even if it’s not structural.
· It was cited that a member’s concerns with poppers are that a) bottoms are distracted with taking hits while the top is taking off the condom; (“Losing track of your ass.”) and b) because you are high and the muscles are loose, the risk of tearing and bleeding increases.
· The committee noted that Hank had been championing this topic for years, so if something does get submitted to the HPPC a direct acknowledgment of Hank would be appropriate.
6. Review Structural Themes


· A handout created by Kym from Harder+Co summarizing what Emalie, Vincent, Ju Lei, and Eiko discussed during the planning the meeting was distributed for the committee to review
· Specific, concrete, and relevant wording emerged as a topic to review for the future.  It was noted the phrasing in gap #1, proposed solution #1: “…new or hard to reach clients.”  He also suggested that in Action Step #2 to change the phrasing from: “To look into the possibility of…” to “Create a workgroup that would create feasibility study.”  The committee agreed.

· The committee discussed the addition of realistic sex and drug training/education and prevention efforts for youth and incarcerated.
· A suggestion for a concrete action step for gap #2 (lack of access to condoms) was to create a workgroup or taskforce comprised of people from ABC, CBHS, the AIDS Foundation, etc… 
· The recommendation for needle exchanges in jails was proposed
· The idea was mentioned for an additional category to be added on to the SUISS gaps list concerning lack of access to information about certain drugs, specifically poppers and crack.
· The committee reviewed the draft motion for greater funding for drug treatment services for high risk youth and adults.  The question was posed as to whether youth under 18 could get methadone and that the topic should be looked into. Additionally, whether or not treatment services actually concern access to Methadone should be clarified.
· A member mentioned including substitution therapy as part of treatment therapy. 

· The committee debated on whether to vote on the structural themes in October or in November. October allows more time to go back and modify aspects that are rejected, while November allows for more time (2 meetings) to plan and formalize ideas.
· When the question was posed for ideas on how to make the first 5 action steps in gap #1 more structural, there was an acknowledgement of the need for more late night services. This was followed by the initial suggestion that agencies be required to use a percentage of funds from the AIDS office to being open one night a week, or for a specified allotment of time on evenings/late nights and weekends. Also, it was suggested that agencies have the option to request exemptment from this arrangement if being open late-night if it is not relevant to their location/position. There was some debate over the definition of evening/ late night hours, being roughly 7pm-12am and 1am-5am, respectively.
· It was noted that there are two separate aspects to the late night services. Needle users don’t necessarily frequent the bars as much, so there is a difference when targeting looking at bars vs. and syringe users.
· It was noted that in reference to action step #2, the structural solution would be the actual creation of a legal drug consumption facility.
· The group discussed the idea of pulling #2 out and making it a separate topic. 
· The committee reviewed action step #3: expanding services in jails and YGC. A member noted the difficulty with that being that a lot of youth at YGC don’t fall under typical BRP.  

· The committee debated action step #4, the idea of using incentives to augment the number of testing participants. Testing is very expensive, so it was recommended that incentives were prioritized to agencies that are having trouble encouraging community members to test. The group agreed that a site using incentives should provide counseling to positives that come back for repeat testing in order to get an incentive, but that they will not be tested. The committee decided that a double-blind Needs Assessment needed to be done to determine if incentives are an effective strategy within substance abuse programs. 
7. Recommendation to Membership

At the July HPPC SUISS received a recommendation from a council member to include a permanent seat for CHBS staff on the HPPC council to further collaborative services. The group agreed that this recommendation is an issue for the Membership Committee.
· The motion was made by Tom and seconded by Pauli.

 The motion will go to membership and will be presented at the next meeting
8.  Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM.
 Meeting minutes were prepared by Nicole Peterson, and reviewed by Ju Lei Kelly, Emalie Huriaux, Eiko Sugano and Vincent Fuqua.
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